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PROMOTING GLOBAL HEALTH, ONE PERSON AT A TIME. 
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On June 7, 2009, the 21-member Class 

of 2009 graduated with Master of Sci-

ence in Physician Assistant Studies and 

Master in Public Health degrees. 

The valedictorian was Jodie Konigs-

berg, and the commencement address 

was given by Peter Miranda. Kyla Simp-

son received the Commitment to the 

Mission Award, and Jennifer Cabrera 

received the Leadership Award. 

òIt is time to feel proud and to be 

humble. The time has come to prove 

ourselves, once again, and to put into 

practice the values and knowledge we 

have gained. I think you will all agree 

it will be a wonderful future. That, of 

course, is my farewell wish for all of 

you.ó                         

 

Congratulations 2009 Graduates! 

Joint MSPAS/MPH Program 

College of Health  

Sciences 
Interim PA Program     

    Director:  

Jim OõConnor, PhD 

 

PH Program Director:  

Assefaw Tekeste Ghebrekidan, 

MD, DrPH 

 

Admissions Contact:  

Melanie Lim 

melanie.lim@tu.edu 

707-638-5914 
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Interview with Emem Ekpenyong ô07 

Welcome New Adjunct Faculty and Class of 2007 Program Alumni  

Ellie Martorana, PA-C, MPH & Erin Thurman, PA-C, MPH 

What foods should a diabetic 

avoid? What are carbs? What 

exercises   are   best   for  a  pa-

tient? 

Between a rushed doctor and a 

reticent patient, such basic ques-

tions may never arise. As a PA in a 

community health clinic, Emem 

Ekpenyong õ07 is happy to be able 

to take the time to elicit and an-

swer questions vital to maintaining 

good health, whether the patient 

is diabetic, hypertensive, pregnant, 

or simply concerned about flu 

season. 

Emem sees the key as enlisting the 

patientõs family to change its life-

style to one that promotes health.  

Working at Fillmore Family Medi-

cal Group in Ventura County, she 

sees patients from all age groups, 

and primarily from medically un-

derserved populations.  

Her previous positionñher first 

one out of PA schoolñwas less 

challenging, with a limited diversity 

of patients. 

Now, Emem sees patients for 

childhood physicals, pregnancy 

visits,  coughs, and minor proce-

dures such as biopsies. 

Ememõs five-year plan is to branch 

out, and potentially return to her 

Continued on Page 2 

   - Peter Miranda 
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A Look Back at the Class of 2009 

Program Wins Grant for Job Fair 
The Joint Program won one of five 

Mini-Grants given out by the Califor-

nia Office of Statewide Healthcare 

Planning and Developmentõs (OSHPD) 

Health Careers Training Program. 

These grants support health-

care career conferences, to 

be held in the 2009-2010 

academic year.  

The grant amount is 

$11,500. Over 100 local 

high school and college 

students will be exposed 

to the wide variety of available 

health careers, given some basic skills 

training, and provided with the tools 

needed to get the education and train-

ing needed to realize dreams of a 

healthcare career. 

Due to Californiaõs budget crisis, 

these funds were temporarily in ques-

tion, but California came through for 

our future healthcare workforce. 

OSHPD also funds the Song-Brown 

grants, which the Joint Program has 

won for the past two years. These 

funds support the Pipeline Program in 

its development and infancy. 

Details on both the Mini-Grant and 

the Song-Brown Program ca be found 

at www.oshpd.ca.gov. 

Ekpenyong 
native Nigeria to open a primary 

care clinic.  

òMy goal is to be comfortable 

with the full range of patients.ó 

Western medicine emphasizes 

diagnoses and tests, whereas 

many other countries require the 

healthcare provider to be a 

òmaster of the physical exam.ó  

In the meantime, she and Alexis 

Williams ô07 are looking for vol-

unteering opportunities in coun-

tries short on healthcare. Alexis 

also works in an affiliated Ventura 

County clinic in  primary care. 
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