Essential Functions of Occupational Therapy Students
Occupational therapists employ rehabilitation and environmental strategies that contribute to self-sufficiency, social integration, improved health status, and employment of persons with chronic disease and disability.  To perform these functions the student must gain the knowledge, attitudes and skills for practice that may be provided directly to individuals, or in educational or consultative roles to clients in health care, schools, industry, and community settings.  Occupational therapy students must be capable of social, cognitive, sensory and motors skills that will be needed in the classroom and the clinical fieldwork setting.

Students with sensory and or motor limitations may be able to perform as an OT student if they possess the ability to direct an assistant to perform the activity or use assistive technology.  If they are directing another, they must be able to monitor the person’s performance, perceive objects in the environment and observe performance. For example, a student with physical limitations may be able to instruct another person (an assistant or aide) to perform tasks that they cannot do because of weakness or lack of movement. It is also possible to use compensatory aides and assistive technology such as hearing aides or sign-language interpreters, adaptive equipment or computers. A student will be given the opportunity to demonstrate competence while using these accommodations (personal or equipment). 

The student must possess the following cognitive and social skills central to making decisions and interacting with clients, families, and other professionals in the practice of occupational therapy.

Cognitive skills are necessary for problem solving, clinical reasoning, and judgment.  Students must be able to:

· Make meaningful and accurate observations and present findings in written reports.

· Receive and accurately integrate detailed and comprehensive presentations of material from texts, journals, medical records and from client interviews into lesson and treatment plans

· Perform evaluations of clients with complex medical and performance problems

· Analyze clinical data and accurately report results

· Compare and identify differences in client’s performance

· Identify and respond to factual information provided by others as well as the more subtle cues of mood, temperament, and gestures.

· Maintain a safe environment with the client during evaluation and intervention sessions

· Maintain attention to task to effectively participate in class, group sessions, team meetings and treatment of clients.

· Give and receive constructive feedback and adapt his or her own behavior to the situation

· Modify treatment interventions to meet the clients needs

· Demonstrate maturity in the decision making and service delivery process

· Meet deadlines for assignments or tasks in both the academic and practice environment.

· Maintain confidentiality according to professional and institutional standards

Social skills are necessary for forming and maintaining relationships.  Students must be able to:

· Interact with faculty, fellow students and clients using professional language and professional demeanor.

· Participate as a member of a group and a member of a team

· Ask for feedback from teachers, clinical supervisors and clients

· Demonstrate flexibility and maturity in professional interactions

· Impart information in a way that others can understand them

· Elicit information from clients, families, practice supervisors, faculty and fellow students

· Verbally present observations and clinical findings with confidence

· Maintain professional and ethical behavior
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