2009 Admission Requirements
Admission to the School of Occupational Therapy in 2009 begins with application processes. Multiple options exist whereby candidates may apply to the Master of Science in Occupational Therapy program from Touro University Nevada. The student may show evidence of:

Application Options:

1. an earned Bachelor’s Degree in a field other than Occupational Therapy;

2. planned progression within the Nevada State College Bachelor’s Degree in Occupational Science program having successfully completed a minimum of 97 NSC BSOS credits;

3. an earned Associates’ Degree with an additional 30 upper division credit hours (300 or 400 level college courses); or
4. completion of 90 undergraduate credits – 30 of which are upper division (300 or 400 level college courses)

Prerequisite Courses Required for Admission in 2009

Requirements for admission in 2009 also include completion of specific prerequisite coursework having earned a grade of “C” or better in the following areas:

· English/Communications – two courses (e.g., composition, grammar, literature, technical writing, public speaking)

· Humanities – two courses (e.g., anthropology, philosophy, religion, fine arts, logic, ethics, foreign language, cultural studies, group dynamics)

· Math  - Statistics with grade of “C” or better
· Science – three courses including 8 credits of human anatomy and physiology with lab 

· Psychology – two courses one of which must be abnormal psychology (additionally, developmental or cognitive psych, behavioral psych courses and/or theories of personality are preferred)

· Human Development or Lifespan course

Additional Admission Criteria 

· Cumulative GPA of 3.0 (4.0 scale) 

· Basic computer literacy is important for success in the program, particularly use of PowerPoint and Word software;

· 20 hours of work, shadowing, and/or volunteer experiences alongside an occupational therapist with hours logged on the Student Experience Documentation Form; 

· Ability to perform the essential functions of an occupational therapist (students who require accommodations must contact Student Services at Touro University Nevada);

· Two letters of recommendation which should be from practicing occupational therapists; and,

· Students must attend a personal interview which is scheduled if the application packet is complete and acceptable

The applicant must have an earned grade of “C” or better on all prerequisite coursework and prerequisite courses may be repeated only once. Individuals who have not yet completed required coursework for admission may be admitted on a provisional basis with the understanding that evidence of course completion will be submitted prior to beginning the first semester of coursework. Individuals admitted via articulation agreements with other colleges and universities will adhere to the stipulations of those agreements.  All work and/or volunteer experiences alongside an occupational therapist must be completed and all letters of recommendation must be in place prior to the interview which is the final stage of the application process.

Students with Previous Occupational Therapy Experience or Courses

Previous training will not exempt a student from the need to complete all courses in the entry-level master’s degree program. Students with an Associate’s Degree as an Occupational Therapy Assistant may be considered separately for some prerequisites. 

Criteria for Successful Completion of the Master of Science Degree Program

Students must complete all semesters and the Level II fieldwork placement which includes two separate 12-week sessions of Level II fieldwork placements within 24 months of completion of the didactic course work. Students must demonstrate appropriate professional behaviors throughout the curriculum including all field experiences and fieldwork placements. Additionally, students must demonstrate ability to fulfill the Essential Functions of the Occupational Therapy Student and Practitioner throughout the curriculum. 

Upon successful completion of all didactic course work and all fieldwork assignments, the student will be awarded a Master of Science in Occupational Therapy (MSOT), and will then be qualified to sit for the national certification examination administered by the National Board for Certification of Occupational Therapists (NBCOT). Requirements to practice in the United States as an occupational therapist includes passing the NBCOT examination and meeting the practice requirements of the state or jurisdiction within which the student intends to practice.  The student must be aware that a felony conviction may affect the graduate’s ability to sit for the NBCOT certification examination and attain state licensure.
